Hollywood

‘As a woman ages, she
becomes less attractive
to Hollywood because
youth is the scale on
which everything is
weighed.’

Cicely Tyson

SUI'VIVOIS

Two grande dames
discuss the industry’s
youth obession

By Glenn Lovell
Mercury News

One sips hot lemonade with ginger, the other likes her Virgin Mary “on the spicy
side, please.” One smiles demurely and leans in to be heard, the other pontificates
and stares into space. One has an Oscar, the other two Emmys.

Cicly Tyson, who transformed herself for “The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pit-
tman,” and Louise Fletcher, who earned an Oscar for her dreaded Nurse Rached in
“one Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” met for the first time on the set of “Fat Rose
and Squeaky.” The low-budger movie is about elderly friends Celine and Bonnie,
who are coping with Alzheimer’s and the fear of living alone.

We sat with Fletcher and Tyson during breaks in rehearsals last month. The
actresses, both 71, talked about how they’re faring in an industry notorious for its
mistreatment of women well past 40.

Even for a low-budget picture, this one is pretty low budget. What
drew two distinguished actresses to “Fat Rose and Squeaky” (the
names of Bonnie’s fantasy friends)?

Fletcher: (cradling her Virgin Mary): The script, it’s a very good script and the
role is a very good role. A lot of the screenplay takes place in Bonnie’s head. |
have some scenes that are 10-12 pages ong. Scary.

Tyson: (in between sips of lemonade): Size didn’t have anythign to do with it.
For me, it was the character and the part she plays in the scheme of things. I would
have done “Jane Pittman” if it had been done in the basement of a church.

‘We live in a very
youth-worshiping
culture. When people get
over a certain
age, they become
invisible.’

Louise Fletcher




